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Every so often a list gets published in a paper or magazine… 
    The 10 greatest movies of all time… 
      The 25 greatest songs of the last century… 
         The Top Ten golfers, or tennis players or football players… 
           The greatest president in the history of our country…. 
The list will be published and the debates will begin. 
     
We’re gearing up now for the mid-term elections happening in November. 
   Each candidate wants to win and, it seems,  
     will do just about anything to accomplish that goal.  
We voters get cynical and lose interest, because it seems to us 
   that winning the election is more important than serving the country. 
      Each candidate wants to be considered the greatest because 
          they all know there’s nothing great about losing an election! 
 
Greatness. It’s highly prized.  
    And most of our notions about greatness have to do with 
        the strong overpowering the weak, 
           the winner getting the glory, 
              the best…the greatest…being celebrated. 
 
But then there’s Jesus. 
  If anyone wishes to be first among you,  
     he must be the last of all and the servant of all. 
 
And we think to ourselves…I’m glad I’m not like the disciples. 
    I don’t talk about being the greatest. 
 
But we do…if we are honest. 
 
We don’t say we’re the greatest…but we talk about being in charge. 
   We don’t say that we’re the greatest,  
        but we do say second place is just the first loser. 
We don’t say that we’re the greatest,  
   but we make sure our house is the nicest,  
      our SUV is the latest  
 and we can’t wait to post our vacation pictures on Facebook and Instagram. 



 
In a world that celebrates getting ahead, 
   In a world that revels in getting a bigger piece of the pie, 
     In a world that acclaims profits over people, victories over sportsmanship, 
        And winning over everything… 
To that world….Jesus holds up a different model.  
      
For Jesus, servanthood is the path to glory. 
   For Jesus, the one who is great is the one who accepts suffering  
       for the benefit of others, 
For Jesus, the true measure of greatness is in one’s willingness to  
     place themselves at the service of others. 
 
When Jesus talks about suffering and dying, 
   the disciples argue about their own status.  
When Jesus announces that he will suffer and die, 
  the disciples clamor for the positions of honor in his kingdom. 
 
The disciples just don’t get it.  
   Mark continually reminds us of that.  
      But it’s not simply so that we shake our fingers at the disciples  
           and laugh at how silly and stupid they are. 
 
No, Mark wants us to take a look in the mirror.  
    Mark wants us to do some self-examination.  
       Mark wants us to ask ourselves, Are we any different than they are? 
   Are we less eager to seek honor and glory than they were?  
Are we any more enthusiastic about being servants than they were? 
 
The great orchestra conductor and composer,  
   the late Leonard Bernstein, was once asked,  
      What’s the most difficult instrument to play? 
 
“Second fiddle,” Bernstein replied. “I can get plenty of first violinists,  
    but I have a hard time getting someone to play second fiddle.  
      Yet if no one plays second, we have no harmony. 
 
Most of us don’t want to play second fiddle, either.  
   The sinfulness in each one of us makes us all want to be first.  
     When we are honest with ourselves, we aren’t much different from the 12. 



 
We want to be noticed for the good we do. 
  We want power and control.  
     We want the church, or families, our employers to operate  
        according to our own idea of what’s best. 
    The bottom line is most of us don’t want to be servants.  
We want to be the greatest!  
 
But here’s what we go to pay attention to in today’s Gospel: 
 
Jesus and the disciples in this story are “on the way” 
  . They are still “on the way” to Jerusalem.  
       They haven’t seen it all yet.  
         They still don’t have the full picture.  
They haven’t watched Jesus suffer and die.  
   And, until that happens, we can’t expect them to fully understand who Jesus is, 
       what he’s all about, and what he expects of his followers. 
 
But we have heard the whole story.  
   We know of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
     We have seen, through Jesus, that, in God’s mind,  
        servanthood, sacrifice, suffering, and even death, 
           are the way that lead to life.  
 
And today we walk with Jesus, and with the disciples,  
   “on the way”  
       to discovering the depth…. and power…. 
            of that truth: 
 
Servanthood, sacrifice, suffering, and even death, 
           are the way that lead to life. 


